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Tissue oxygen saturation (StO2) values measured at the fetal site (Fetus) and the posterior 

lip of the uterine cervix (Cervix) during pelvic examination. The median values 

(interquartile range, IQR) of StO2 measured at Fetus and Cervix were 44.0% (40.8%–

53.3%), and 63.0% (59.3%–65.0%), respectively (panel A). StO2 values measured at 

Cervix were significantly higher than those measured at Fetus (P < 0.001). The cutoff 

value of 55% for distinguishing Fetus with Cervix was obtained by calculating the 

maximal Youden’s J statistic in receiver operating characteristic curve analysis. The 

area under the curve was 0.927 (panel B). Box plots show the lowest datum that is still 

within 1.5 IQR of the lower quartile, the lower quartile, the median, and the upper 

quartile; the highest datum is still within 1.5 IQR of the upper quartile. The gray box 

represents the StO2 values measured at Cervix, whereas the white box represents the StO2 

values measured at Fetus. The P value was calculated using the Welch t-test.  
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